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(57) ABSTRACT

The present specification discloses a beam chopping appara-
tus, and more specifically, a helical shutter for an electron
beam system that is employed in radiation-based scanning
systems, and more specifically, a beam chopping apparatus
that allows for variability in both velocity and beam spot size
by moditying the physical characteristics or geometry of the
beam chopper apparatus. The present specification also dis-
closes abeam chopping apparatus which provides a vertically
moving beam spot with substantially constant size and veloc-
ity to allow for substantially equal illumination of the target.
In addition, the present specification is a beam chopping
apparatus that is lightweight and does not cause an X-ray
source assembly employing the beam chopper to become
heavy and difficult to deploy.
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BEAM FORMING APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation application of
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/047,657, filed on Mar. 14,
2011 and entitled “Beam Forming Apparatus”, which relies
on U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/313,772, filed
on Mar. 14, 2010, for priority, both of which are herein incor-
porated by reference in their entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The specification relates generally to security systems for
screening threats contained on persons, and specifically, to a
helical shutter for an electron beam system, and more specifi-
cally, to a system and method for modifying the shape of a
travelling radiation scan beam, using helical apertures on a
cylindrical surface.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Security systems are presently limited in their ability to
detect contraband, weapons, explosives, and other dangerous
objects concealed under clothing. Metal detectors and chemi-
cal sniffers are commonly used for the detection of large
metal objects and certain types of explosives; however, a wide
range of dangerous objects exist that cannot be detected using
these devices. Plastic and ceramic weapons increase the types
of'non-metallic objects that security personnel are required to
detect. Manual searching of subjects is slow, is inconvenient,
and would not be well tolerated by the general public, espe-
cially as a standard procedure in high traffic centers, such as
airports.

It is known in the art that images of various types of
material can be generated using X-ray scattering. The inten-
sity of scattered X-rays is related to the atomic number (Z) of
the material scattering the X-rays. In general, for atomic
numbers less than 25, the intensity of X-ray backscatter, or
X-ray reflectance, decreases with increasing atomic number.
Images are primarily modulated by variations in the atomic
number of the subject’s body. Low-Z materials present a
special problem in personnel inspection because of the diffi-
culty in distinguishing the low-Z object from the background
of the subject’s body which also has low-Z.

Known prior art X-ray systems for detecting objects con-
cealed on persons have limitations in their design and method
that prohibit them from achieving low radiation doses, which
is a health requirement, or prevent the generation of high
image quality, which are prerequisites for commercial accep-
tance. An inspection system that operates at a low level of
radiation exposure is limited in its precision by the small
amount of radiation that can be directed against a person
being searched. X-ray absorption and scattering further
reduces the amount of X-rays available to form an image of
the person and any concealed objects. In prior art systems this
low number of detected X-rays has resulted in unacceptably
poor image quality.

This problem is even more significant if an X-ray inspec-
tion system is being used in open venues such as stadiums,
shopping malls, open-air exhibitions and fairs, etc. This is
because that in such venues, people can be located both proxi-
mate to and/or at a distance from the machine. If a person
being scanned is not very close to the X-ray machine, the
obtained image may not be clear enough since the amount of
radiation reaching the person is very low. This limits the range
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of scanning of the system to a few feet from the front of the
machine. If; however, a person being scanned is too close to
the X-ray machine, the amount of radiation impinging on the
person may not be safe.

The amount of radiation exposure caused by known X-ray
screening systems is commonly limited by the beam chop-
ping apparatus employed in the systems.

Conventional beam chopping mechanisms generally con-
sist of a disc wheel with collimator slits embedded therein at
fixed distances from one another. The disc wheel is spun at a
particular velocity and an X-ray beam of a particular energy is
directed into more focused beams when passing through slits
of the chopper wheel. The conventional chopper wheel is
described in greater detail below throughout the specification
in reference to the present disclosure.

It should be understood by persons having ordinary skill in
the art that radiation sources are typically very heavy. In order
to accommodate for the weight ofthe X-ray source, a chopper
wheel configuration, as employed in the prior art, would need
to be rather large. This substantially increases the weight of
the system and makes it less portable. In addition, the chopper
wheel, as employed in the prior art, is fraught with balance
and gyroscopic effects. For example, the gyroscopic effect
can be likened to a gyroscope toy where a string is pulled
(such as a spinning top). As the top is spun fast, fluctuations in
motion are not discernable, but, once it slows down, the top
will start to wobble and vibrate. Thus, there is a certain RPM
that must be kept to maintain balance. In addition, with
increasing weight there are issues of humming noises at
higher RPMs. In order to overcome the challenges in using
conventional chopper wheel configurations, mechanical
manipulation of the speed and size of the chopper wheel is
necessary.

Therefore, what is needed is a beam chopping apparatus,
and more specifically, a helical shutter for an electron beam
system, that allows for variability in both velocity and beam
spot size by modifying the physical characteristics or geom-
etry of the beam chopper apparatus.

There is also need for a beam chopper apparatus, and more
specifically, a helical shutter for an electron beam system,
which provides a vertically moving beam spot with constant
size and velocity to allow for equal illumination of the target.

Further, there is need for a beam chopping apparatus, and
more specifically, a helical shutter for an electron beam sys-
tem, which creates a wider field of view during operation.

Also, there is need for a beam chopping apparatus, and
more specifically, a helical shutter for an electron beam sys-
tem, that is lightweight and does not cause an X-ray source
assembly employing the beam chopper to become heavy and
difficult to deploy.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present specification discloses an X-ray apparatus
comprising: a) an X-ray source for emitting X-ray radiation;
and b) a beam chopping (or beam forming) apparatus coupled
to said X-ray source, wherein said beam chopping apparatus
is adapted to receive said X-ray radiation and form a moving
beam spot having a frequency, wherein said beam frequency
is substantially constant.

Optionally, the beam chopping apparatus comprises a hol-
low cylinder having at least one helical aperture. The beam
chopping apparatus comprises a hollow cylinder having at
least two helical apertures. The beam has a linear scan veloc-
ity and wherein said linear scan velocity is varied by modi-
fying a pitch and roll of at least one of said helical apertures.
The beam has a linear scan velocity and wherein said linear
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scan velocity is kept constant by modifying a pitch and roll of
at least one of said helical apertures. The beam has a spot size
and wherein said spot size is varied by modifying an aperture
width of at least one of said helical apertures. The beam has a
spot size and wherein said spot size is kept constant by modi-
fying an aperture width of at least one of said helical aper-
tures. The X-ray apparatus further comprises a motor for
rotating said cylinder. The X-ray apparatus further comprises
a controller for dynamically modifying a rotation speed of
said cylinder to achieve a predetermined scan velocity. The
rotation speed is equal to or less than 80,000 rpm. The beam
has a scan velocity and a spot size and wherein scan velocity
and spot size can be modified without varying a speed of said
motor. The beam chopping apparatus comprises a hollow
cylinder having at least two helical apertures, each having a
length and an aperture width along said length and wherein
said aperture width narrows along length. The beam chopping
apparatus comprises a hollow cylinder having at least two
helical apertures, each having a length and an aperture width
along said length and wherein said aperture width increases
along length.

In another embodiment, the X-ray apparatus comprises: a)
an X-ray source for emitting X-ray radiation; and b) a beam
chopping (or beam forming) apparatus coupled to said X-ray
source, wherein said beam chopping apparatus is adapted to
receive said X-ray radiation and form a moving beam spot
having a velocity, wherein said beam velocity is substantially
constant.

In another embodiment, the X-ray apparatus comprises: a)
an X-ray source for emitting X-ray radiation; and b) a beam
chopping (or beam forming) apparatus coupled to said X-ray
source, wherein said beam chopping apparatus comprises a
hollow cylinder with a first end and a second end defining a
length of said cylinder and at least one helical aperture
extending substantially along said length, wherein said cyl-
inder is adapted to receive said X-ray radiation and emit said
X-ray radiation through said helical aperture.

Optionally, the X-ray radiation passes through the helical
aperture to produce a beam spot projection pattern, wherein
said beam spot projection pattern comprises a beam spot
moving vertically with a substantially constant velocity in a
plane perpendicular to a plane of the X-ray source. The beam
spot projection pattern comprises a beam spot moving verti-
cally with a substantially constant velocity in a plane parallel
to a plane of the beam chopping apparatus. The beam spot
provides substantially equal illumination of a target object.
The beam spot is trapezoidal. The helical aperture has a width
that is more narrow at the second end relative to said first end.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features and advantages of the present
invention will be appreciated, as they become better under-
stood by reference to the following detailed description when
considered in connection with the accompanying drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a mechanical illustration of an exemplary design
of one embodiment of the spin-roll chopper of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates the spin-roll chopper mechanism of the
present invention with an X-ray source and overlaid onto a
conventional chopper wheel, showing the size difference
between the two;

FIG. 3A illustrates a first view of the X-ray spot projection
obtained by using an exemplary spin-roll chopper, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention, illustrat-
ing empirical data at five degree increments of a total scan-
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ning beam traversal of +45 degrees and spin-roll chopper
rotation of =90 to +90 degrees;

FIG. 3B is a diagram showing the linear displacement
values between flying spots and the relative shape and size of
the flying spots that result from using the spin-roll chopper of
the present invention, where the empirical data represents five
degree increments of a total scanning beam traversal of 45
degrees and spin-roll chopper rotation of =90 to +90 degrees;

FIG. 3C illustrates a view of the X-ray beam projection at
the center line of the vertical spin-roll chopper plane, showing
the X-ray beam passing through two helical apertures when
the X-ray beam traverses from the source at the 45 degree
position;

FIG. 3D illustrates the X-ray beam projection at the center
line of the vertical spin roll chopper plane as the radiation
beam passes through the two helical slits of the spin-roll
chopper, illustrating empirical data at five degree increments
of'atotal scanning beam traversal of +45 degrees and spin-roll
chopper rotation of =90 to +90 degrees;

FIG. 4A, comprising parts 4A-1 and 4A-2, is a table pro-
viding empirical data for a plurality of beam spot/target
parameters obtained using a prior art disc wheel chopper,
where data is provided at five degree increments of a total
scanning beam traversal of —-45 to +45 degrees;

FIG. 4B illustrates the resultant beam projection from
using a prior art chopper wheel, showing that the width of'the
beam and size of the resultant spot vary across the scan;

FIG. 4C, comprising parts 4C-1 and 4C-2, is a table pro-
viding empirical data for a plurality of beam spot/target
parameters obtained using the spin-roll chopper of the present
invention, where data is provided at five degree increments of
a total scanning beam traversal of =45 to +45 degrees and a
spin-roll chopper rotation of —90 to +90 degrees;

FIG. 5A is a graphical illustration of the variation of the
linear displacement of the beam spot, in the scan plane, using
the prior art disc wheel chopper, where data is provided for a
total scanning beam traversal of —45 to +45 degrees;

FIG. 5B is a graphical illustration of the variation of the
linear displacement of the beam spot, in the scan plane, using
the spin-roll chopper of the present invention, where data is
provided for a total scanning beam traversal of -45 to +45
degrees and a spin-roll chopper rotation of -90 to +90
degrees;

FIG. 6A is a graphical illustration of the variation of scan
displacement of the beam spot using the prior art disc wheel
chopper, where data is provided for a total scanning beam
traversal of —45 to +45 degrees;

FIG. 6B is a graphical illustration of the variation of scan
displacement of the beam spot using the spin-roll chopper of
the present invention, where data is provided for a total scan-
ning beam traversal of —45 to +45 degrees and a spin-roll
chopper rotation of =90 to +90 degrees;

FIG. 7A is a graphical illustration of the variation of pro-
jected target/beam spot width using the prior art disc wheel
chopper, where data is provided for a total scanning beam
traversal of —45 to +45 degrees;

FIG. 7B is a graphical illustration of the variation of pro-
jected target/beam spot width using the spin-roll chopper of
the present invention, where data is provided for a total scan-
ning beam traversal of —45 to +45 degrees and a spin-roll
chopper rotation of =90 to +90 degrees;

FIG. 8A is a graphical illustration of the variation of pro-
jected target/beam spot height using the prior art disc wheel
chopper, where data is provided for a total scanning beam
traversal of —45 to +45 degrees;

FIG. 8B is a graphical illustration of the variation of pro-
jected target/beam spot height using the spin-roll chopper of
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the present invention, where data is provided for a total scan-
ning beam traversal of -45 to +45 degrees and a spin-roll
chopper rotation of =90 to +90 degrees;

FIG. 9A is a graphical illustration of the variation of pro-
jected target/beam spot size using the prior art disc wheel
chopper, where data is provided for a total scanning beam
traversal of —45 to +45 degrees;

FIG. 9B is a graphical illustration of the variation of pro-
jected target/beam spot size using the spin-roll chopper of the
present invention, where data is provided for a total scanning
beam traversal of —-45 to +45 degrees and a spin-roll chopper
rotation of =90 to +90 degrees;

FIG. 10 is a mathematical expression of the trajectory of
the beam using the spin-roll chopper of the present invention
with a single source, in accordance with one embodiment;

FIG. 11 illustrates a component design of the spin-roll
chopper, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention; and

FIG. 12 illustrates an assembled spin-roll chopper,
equipped with a magnetic bearing assembly in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a spin-roll beam chopper
apparatus, or a helical shutter for an electron beam system,
which when implemented in a system for threat detection
provides an improved method of screening individuals at
security locations without exposing the individuals to high
radiation while retaining the efficiency of the screening pro-
cess. The beam chopper of the present invention allows for
maximum threat detection performance and image clarity
irrespective of the individual’s distance from the screening
system. In addition, the spin-roll chopper of the present
invention is advantageous in that it can be spun at relatively
high speeds, and therefore will effectively reduce the scan
time required per person. Further, the spin-roll chopper of the
present invention allows for variable velocity and beam spot
size with modification of the physical characteristics or
geometry of the spin-roll chopper.

In one embodiment of the present invention, the spin-roll
chopper is used in conjunction with a threat detection system
in which a radiographic image is formed using any available
radiation imaging technique for “body imaging” such as, but
not limited to X-ray scattering, infrared imaging, millimeter
wave imaging, RF imaging, radar imaging, holographic
imaging, CT imaging, and MRI. Any “body imaging” system
that has the potential for displaying body detail may be
employed. In one embodiment, any photodetectable radiation
or any radiation source with a light beam may be employed
with the spin-roll chopper of the present invention.

The following disclosure is provided in order to enable a
person having ordinary skill in the art to practice the inven-
tion. Language used in this specification should not be inter-
preted as a general disavowal of any one specific embodiment
or used to limit the claims beyond the meaning of the terms
used therein. The general principles defined herein may be
applied to other embodiments and applications without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Also, the
terminology and phraseology used is for the purpose of
describing exemplary embodiments and should not be con-
sidered limiting. Thus, the present invention is to be accorded
the widest scope encompassing numerous alternatives, modi-
fications and equivalents consistent with the principles and
features disclosed. For purpose of clarity, details relating to
technical material that is known in the technical fields related
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to the invention have not been described in detail so as not to
unnecessarily obscure the present invention.

In various embodiments, the present invention provides a
unique beam chopping mechanism that is designed to present
a helical profile shutter (aperture), formed on a cylinder, for
X-ray beam scanners. FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary design
for one embodiment of the spin-roll chopper, as used in vari-
ous embodiments ofthe present invention. Beam chopper 102
is, in one embodiment, fabricated in the form of a hollow
cylinder having helical chopper slits 104. The cylindrical
shape enables the beam chopper 102 to rotate about the Z-axis
and along with the helical apertures 104, create a spin-roll
motion, which provides effective scanning and therefore
good image resolution, as described below, while at the same
time keeping the chopper lightweight and having less
moment of inertia as the spin-roll mass is proximate to the
axis of rotation. Stated differently, the radius of the spin-roll
chopper is small compared to prior art beam chopping mecha-
nisms, and in particular, the disc chopper.

In one embodiment, the hollow cylinder has a height 120 of
7.23 inches at the half-way point along its vertical axis.
Therefore, in one embodiment, the full height of the cylinder
is 14.46 inches. The helical slits 104, in one embodiment,
have a helical twist angle 125 of 112.5 degrees, a pitch of
23.1250 degrees and a roll of 0.3125 degrees. It should be
noted that the helical twist angle 125 represents the angle of
motion of the helical aperture from the y-axis (center line)
when the cylinder is spun about the Z-axis a total of 90
degrees.

Thus, an X-ray beam scanner employing the spin-roll
chopper of the present invention effectuates beam chopping
by rotating the hollow cylinder 102 machined with at least
two helical slits 104, which enables X-ray beam scanning
with both constant and variable linear scan beam velocity and
scan beam spot size. The spin-roll chopper of the present
invention enables both constant and variable linear scan beam
velocity by manipulating the geometry of the helical aper-
tures. In one embodiment, the velocity is varied or kept con-
stant by manipulating the pitch and roll of the helical aper-
tures along the length of the spin-roll chopper. Thus, it is
possible to have a constant speed or to slow the scan down
towards areas where more resolution is desired.

The spin-roll chopper of the present invention also enables
variable and constant beam spot size by manipulating the
geometry of the helical apertures, thus varying the resultant
beam power. In one embodiment, it is possible to manipulate
the actual width of the aperture to alter the beam spot size. In
one embodiment, the width of the helical aperture varies
along the length of the spin-roll chopper cylinder to compen-
sate for the varying distance of the aperture from the center of
the source and allow for uniform beam spot projection along
the scan line. Thus, in one embodiment, the farther the aper-
ture is away from the source, the narrower the width of the
helical aperture to create a smaller beam spot size. In one
embodiment, the closer the aperture is to the source, the wider
the helical aperture to create a larger beam spot size. This
structure is described in greater detail below.

When employed in a body scanning system, it is possible to
vary the pitch and roll and width of the helical apertures such
that more beam scanning power is directed towards areas of
the body (hair, feet, etc) that require more detail and resolu-
tion and less power is directed towards areas of the body
(midsection, etc.) that are more sensitive to radiation.

Helical slits 104 also ensure that the projection ofthe X-ray
beam is not limited by the dual collimation of the two slits. As
described in greater detail below, dual collimation refers to
the concept whereby the X-ray beam will pass through two



US 9,058,909 B2

7

helical slits at any given point in time. The resultant X-ray
beam trajectory 130 is also shown in FIG. 1 and described in
greater detail with respect to FIG. 10 below. In one embodi-
ment, a pair of helices will produce one travelling beam. In
another embodiment, additional pairs of helices may option-
ally be added to produce additional travelling beams depend-
ing upon scanning requirements. It should be noted that the
chopper wheel of the prior art is only capable of producing
one scanning beam.

In an embodiment of the present invention a plurality of
viewing angles ranging from sixty degrees to ninety degrees
can be obtained through the helical slits in the spin-roll chop-
per. In one embodiment, the scan angle is a function of the
distance between the spin-roll chopper and both the source
and the target. In addition, the overall height and diameter of
the spin-roll chopper affects the viewing angle. The closer the
spin-roll is placed to the source, the smaller the spin-roll
chopper will need to be and similarly, the farther the spin-roll
chopper is placed from the source, the larger the spin-roll
chopper would need to be.

FIG. 2 illustrates a beam chopping mechanism using the
spin-roll chopper described with respect to FIG. 1. Referring
to FIG. 2, the cylindrical spin-roll chopper 202 is placed in
front of a radiation source 204, which, in one embodiment,
comprises an X-ray tube. In one embodiment, rotation of the
chopper 202 is facilitated by including a suitable motor 208,
such as an electromagnetic motor. In another embodiment, as
described in greater detail below, magnetic bearings are
employed to facilitate rotational movement of the spin-roll
chopper of the present invention. The speed or RPM of rota-
tion of the spin-roll chopper system is dynamically controlled
to optimize the scan velocity. In one embodiment, the spin-
roll chopper system is capable of achieving speeds up to 80K
RPM.

In one embodiment, a radiation shield (not shown) is pro-
vided on radiation source 204 such that only a fan beam of
radiation is produced from the source. The fan beam of radia-
tion emits X-rays and then passes through the spin-roll chop-
per, which acts as an active shutter. Thus, there is only a small
opening when the spin-roll chopper, and therefore helical
apertures are rotating, which provides the moving flying spot
beam.

FIG. 2 also shows a conventional, prior art disc chopper
wheel 210 superimposed upon the source along with the
spin-roll chopper. It can be seen from FIG. 2 that chopper
wheel 210 is substantially larger than spin-roll chopper 202.

For prior art chopper wheels, because of the round nature of
the chopper wheel itself, the resultant flying spot beam has
different acceleration and deceleration coming in right on the
axis. Also, the chopper wheel itself has only one opening at
each point that the ray passes through. Since the geometrical
characteristics of the singular aperture cannot be changed, the
farther the slit is from the center, the bigger the beam, and the
closer the slit is from the center, the smaller the beam. Further,
the velocity and spot size can only be mechanically manipu-
lated using the prior art chopper wheel, by varying the speed
of'the motor attached to the chopper wheel. It should be noted,
however, that since there are multiple apertures in the disc
chopper wheel, there will always be a variance in the fre-
quency and the scanning line because it is difficult to create
each aperture such that they behaves in the exact same man-
ner, as is known to those of skill in the art. The spin-roll
chopper of the present invention overcomes these disadvan-
tages because it is designed such that the frequency is con-
tinuous throughout.

FIGS. 3A to 3D illustrate a geometrical rendering of a
flying X-ray spot beam projection obtained by using the spin-
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roll chopper of the present invention, described in FIG. 1,
showing empirical data captured at five degree increments of
a total scanning beam traversal of +45 degrees and spin-roll
chopper rotation of —=90 to +90 degrees. Thus, to generate
empirical data, the scan is frozen in time at 5 degree incre-
ments of a total scanning beam traversal of 45 degrees. It
should be understood, however, that the movement of the
spin-roll and traversal of the scanning beam are continuous in
application.

Referring to FIGS. 3 A through 3D simultaneously, radia-
tion emitted by a radiation source 302, such as an X-ray
source, is modulated by the spin-roll chopper 304. The radia-
tion beam, at each rotation, passes through two helical slits
315 of the chopper 304 to produce the resultant beam spot
projection pattern (target) 306, in the “target” plane 308
which, in one embodiment, is perpendicular to the plane 310
of the X-ray source and parallel to the plane 312 of the
chopper 304. In one embodiment, “target” plane 308 is
located 18 inches from the source 302. It should be noted
herein that these scan points, while empirical data points, are
representative of real motion of the beam and chopping
mechanisms, and are presented to show the advantages of the
present invention. Thus, it should be understood that the true
movement of the traversing radiation beam and rotation of the
spin-roll chopper are continuous.

FIG. 3B is a diagram showing the linear displacement
values between flying spots and the relative shape and size of
the flying spots that result from using the spin-roll chopper of
the present invention, where the empirical data represents five
degree increments of a total scanning beam traversal of 45
degrees and spin-roll chopper rotation of =90 to +90 degrees.
As shown more clearly in FIG. 3B, in one embodiment, the
beam spot pattern 306 produced exhibits characteristics con-
sistent or superior to that of detection systems using prior art
wheel chopping mechanisms. As mentioned above, the spin-
roll chopper 304 allows for customization of the size and
position of the beam spot 306 by modifying the helical aper-
ture width and helical pitch and roll along the cylinder. FIG.
3B illustrates exemplary values of the linear displacements
320, at scan plane 308, along with projected target widths 325
and projected target heights 330 for angular rotations of the
cylinder varying from -90 to +90 degrees.

The resultant beam spot 306 is trapezoidal in shape, in one
embodiment. The greater the height of the trapezoidal spot
and the narrower the width of the trapezoidal spot, the higher
the resolution. Since the flying spot beam travels vertically,
having a height that is longer in the flying direction yields
better scan performance. This is because in “aggregating” the
flying beam spot projections, taller adjacent beam spots will
be closer to one another and overlap, thus creating a continu-
ous scan line at a higher energy, with better resolution, result-
ing in a higher resolution image. In addition, the smaller the
resultant flying spot, the greater the power, because it is more
focused.

FIG. 3C illustrates a view of the X-ray beam projection at
the center line of the vertical spin-roll chopper plane 312,
showing the X-ray beam 313 passing through two helical
apertures 315 on spin-roll chopper 304 when the X-ray beam
traverses from source 302 is at the 45 degree position.

FIG. 3D illustrates the X-ray beam projection at the center
line of the vertical spin roll chopper plane as the radiation
beam passes through the two helical slits of the spin-roll
chopper, illustrating empirical data at five degree increments
of'atotal scanning beam traversal of +45 degrees and spin-roll
chopper rotation of =90 to +90 degrees. As shown in FIG. 3D,
the beam 340 will pass through a first aperture point 342 on
the spin-roll chopper helical aperture 3154 and then propa-
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gate through a second aperture point 344 on the spin-roll
chopper helical aperture 3155.

The spin-roll chopper of the present invention provides a
vertically moving beam spot with substantially constant
velocity to allow for equal illumination of the target, unlike
the prior art spinning disc chopper wheel. Thus, the spin roll
chopper of the present invention moves and projects the beam
spot substantially precisely and at a substantially constant
speed. Also, the spin roll allows for the beam to be substan-
tially equal in size at all points on the object. Thus, the
radiation is a function of power and distance and using the
spin roll the speed of the beam can be controlled precisely for
even power distribution of the flying beam (such that power
and distance are equal at all points). Again, using the spin roll
chopper of the present invention attenuation to the shape of
the scanning beam can be provided such that it will change the
shape with the axis of the scanning beam itself. The distinc-
tions between a conventional chopper wheel and the spin roll
chopper of the present invention are described with respect to
FIGS. 4A, 4B, 4C, 5A, 5B, 6A, 6B, 7A, 7B, 8A, 8B, 9A, and
9B.

FIG. 4A is atable providing empirical data for a plurality of
beam spot/target parameters obtained using a prior art disc
wheel chopper, where data is provided at five degree incre-
ments of a total scanning beam traversal of -45 to +45
degrees. FIG. 4A, comprising parts 4A-1 and 4A-2, shows
variations of a plurality of parameters for various angular
displacements 405 of the source and thus, beam, such as but
not limited to linear displacement 410 in the scan plane (rep-
resenting a slice somewhere along the length of the distance
from source to target); scan displacement 415 between points
(where the points are flying spots arbitrarily chosen to provide
empirical data); projected width 420; projected target height
425; and projected target size 430, all of which are described
in greater detail below.

FIG. 4B illustrates the resultant beam projection from
using a prior art chopper wheel 440, showing that the width of
the beam 442 and size of the resultant spot 444 vary across the
scan. Persons of ordinary skill in the art would appreciate that
a conventional chopper wheel comprises four slits, each one
at 90 degrees from the other on the periphery of the flange. It
is not realistic, however, to assume that these slits will be
manufactured and cut at exactly 90 degrees. Thus, when the
chopper wheel is rotated, not only is there a skew due to the
inexact nature of these slits, but a skew due to the beam size
depending on the distance of the slit and thus beam from the
center of the chopper wheel as described above. In addition,
on the prior art chopper wheel, the size of the slit cannot be
easily manipulated as there is only one opening at each point
and not a continuous slit. This results in the flying spot to be
at distinct and uneven distances from each point on the chop-
per wheel.

FIG. 4C is a table providing empirical data for a plurality of
beam spot/target parameters obtained using the spin-roll
chopper of the present invention, where data is provided at
five degree increments of a total scanning beam traversal of
-45 to +45 degrees and a spin-roll chopper rotation of —=90 to
+90 degrees. Thus, FIG. 4C, comprising parts 4C-1 and 4C-2,
shows variations of a plurality of parameters for various angu-
lar rotations 450 of the spin-roll chopper of the present inven-
tion and various angular displacements 452 of the source and
thus, resultant beam, such as, but not limited to linear dis-
placement 454 in the scan plane (representing a slice some-
where along the length of the distance from source to target,
and in this case 18 inches); scan displacement 456 between
points (where the points are flying spots arbitrarily chosen to
provide empirical data); spot size width 458 at the vertical
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plane located at the center line of the spin-roll chopper and
along the z-axis; spot size height 460 at the vertical plane
located at the center line of the spin-roll chopper and along the
7-axis; spot size area 462 (in square inches) at the vertical
plane of the center line of the spin-roll chopper and along the
z-axis; projected target width 464 across the x-axis vertical
plane of the center line of the spin-roll chopper and along the
z-axis; projected target height 466 along the z-axis at the
vertical plane of the center line of the spin-roll chopper and
along the z-axis; and projected target size 468, vertical plane
of'the center line of the spin-roll chopper and along the z-axis,
all of which are described in greater detail below.

FIG. 5A is a graphical illustration of the variation of the
linear displacement of the beam spot, in the scan plane, using
the prior art disc wheel chopper, where data is provided for a
total scanning beam traversal of —-45 to +45 degrees. It has
been found that these spots track in patterns of four, repre-
senting the four slits in the wheel. FIG. 5A shows a graph
wherein the beam spots have variable linear displacement
5054 of spots in the scan plane for the chopper wheel as
compared to linear displacement 5055 for the spin-roll chop-
pershown in FIG. 5B. FIG. 5B is a graphical illustration of the
variation of the linear displacement of the beam spot, in the
scan plane, using the spin-roll chopper of the present inven-
tion, where data is provided for a total scanning beam tra-
versal of —45 to +45 degrees and a spin-roll chopper rotation
of =90 to +90 degrees. The resolution depends on how the
chopper wheel is spun and at what velocity, as described in
detail above. The faster the chopping mechanism is spun, the
smaller the variance in frequency. The spin-roll chopper of
the present invention can be spun at RPMs up to 80K.

FIG. 6A is a graphical illustration of the variation of scan
displacement of the beam spot using the prior art disc wheel
chopper, where data is provided for a total scanning beam
traversal of -45 to +45 degrees, showing that the scan dis-
placement 610a between points is skewed for the chopper
wheel.

FIG. 6B is a graphical illustration of the variation of scan
displacement of the beam spot using the spin-roll chopper of
the present invention, where data is provided for a total scan-
ning beam traversal of —45 to +45 degrees and a spin-roll
chopper rotation of =90 to +90 degrees, showing, however,
that the scan displacement 6105 is substantially straight for
the spin roll chopper as shown in FIG. 6B. This is because in
the spin-roll chopper of the present invention there are two
helical slits that overlap at every 180 degrees. Thus, the radia-
tion beam has two slits to run through such that at one point in
time, the X-rays will pass through both slits to create the beam
spot. This is referred to as dual collimation and also prevents
frequency deviation thereby keeping the frequency substan-
tially constant. Since the slits in the spin roll are continuous,
there is less error in the “distance between slits”, while with
the chopper wheel it is, in practice, quite difficult to get the
slits at exactly 90 degrees from one another.

In accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, at certain distances from the center of the beam, the
helical slit (of the spin roll chopper) is kept wider than others.
FIG. 10 shows a mathematical expression of the trajectory
1005 of the beam using a single source, in accordance with
one embodiment. In order to get the dimensions of the helical
cuts in the spin-roll cylinder, one dimension of this trajectory
was removed. More specifically, the slit is narrower at the top
1010 because there is a greater distance for the beam to travel.
Note that when an X-ray beam travels through any opening,
the beam is collimated. The farther the beam travels, the wider
the resultant “spot” (fan beam) is at the end of the beam. By
making the slit narrower at the top 1010, this greater distance
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and beam widening is accounted for. In addition, the slit is
made wider where the distance to the object is shorter, such as
atpoint 1015. Also, persons of ordinary skill in the art should
appreciate that by controlling the size of the slit one can
control the density of the beam that is projected straight
through.

FIG. 7A shows a graphical illustration of the variation of
projected target/beam spot width using the prior art disc
wheel chopper, where data is provided for a total scanning
beam traversal of -45 to +45 degrees, while FIG. 7B is a
graphical illustration of the variation of projected target/beam
spot width using the spin-roll chopper of the present inven-
tion, where data is provided for a total scanning beam tra-
versal of —45 to +45 degrees and a spin-roll chopper rotation
of =90 to +90 degrees. FIG. 7B shows that, for the spin-roll,
there is equal resultant beam/spot width 7156 throughout,
because the slit is wider at shorter distances from the object
(under inspection) and narrower at longer distances from the
object to compensate for this distance (-90 degrees to +90
degrees)—as compared to the relatively varying beam/spot
width 715a for the chopper wheel as shown in FIG. 7A.

FIG. 8A is a graphical illustration of the variation of the
projected target/beam spot height using the prior art disc
wheel chopper, where data is provided for a total scanning
beam traversal of -45 to +45 degrees, while FIG. 8B is a
graphical illustration of the variation of projected target/beam
spot height using the spin-roll chopper of the present inven-
tion, where data is provided for a total scanning beam tra-
versal of —45 to +45 degrees and a spin-roll chopper rotation
of =90 to +90 degrees. Thus, FIG. 8A shows that for the
chopper wheel the projected target height 820a varies signifi-
cantly when compared to the projected target height 8205, in
FIG. 8B, for the spin-roll.

FIG. 9A is a graphical illustration of the variation of pro-
jected target/beam spot size using the prior art disc wheel
chopper, where data is provided for a total scanning beam
traversal of —45 to +45 degrees, while FIG. 9B is a graphical
illustration of the variation of projected target/beam spot size
using the spin-roll chopper of the present invention, where
data is provided for a total scanning beam traversal of -45 to
+45 degrees and a spin-roll chopper rotation of =90 to +90
degrees. Again, as shown in FIG. 9A the projected target size
925a for the chopper wheel varies significantly as compared
to the projected target size 9255 of the spin-roll as shown in
FIG. 9B.

FIG. 11 illustrates the design and fabrication of the spin-
roll chopper, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention. As illustrated, a hollow tungsten cylinder
1102 machined with helical slits 1104 forms the inner layer of
spin-roll chopper assembly 1100. The cylinder 1102 is
formed from one or two pieces of tungsten formed together.
Since tungsten is opaque to ionizing radiation, an X-ray beam
will not pass through it. A carbon fiber fabric 1106 (such as,
but not limited to Kevlar) is wrapped around the tungsten
cylinder 1102. The carbon fiber is transparent to the X-ray
beams and thus, creates a window (moving aperture) through
which the beam passes in the shape of the helical slits cut out
of the tungsten cylinder 1102.

Further, in one embodiment, an epoxy shield 1108, such as
a polyethylene epoxy shield is used to bind the carbon fiber
1106 to the tungsten cylinder 1102. The epoxy shield also
creates a window (moving aperture) through which the beams
pass in the shape of the helical slits cut out of the tungsten.
The epoxy shield prevents unraveling of the carbon fiber
cover.

In a first embodiment, the cylinder is machine spun and
fabricated from brass.
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In one embodiment, in order to form the epoxy shield
around the carbon fiber coated tungsten cylinder, a chemical
setting technique is employed whereby at least two liquid
components are mixed together and upon mixing, the chemi-
cal components form a solid epoxy coating. In one embodi-
ment, the solid epoxy coating formed is a polyethylene epoxy.

In one embodiment, in order to form the epoxy shield
around the carbon fiber coated tungsten cylinder, a thermal
setting technique is employed whereby the cylinder is placed
into a spinning and heated epoxy powder mold (at say, 400
degrees C.) which is heated to the melting point to create a
light structure with tungsten and Kevlar inside. In one
embodiment, the epoxy shield 1108 has sufficient hardness,
strength, and durability to withstand centrifugal forces of up
to 80K RPM.

In one embodiment, the spin roll chopper assembly 1100 is
dynamically controlled for rotation using an electromagnetic
motor drive.

In one embodiment, the light-weight chopper assembly
1100 is spun using a magnetic bearing assembly 1110, which
eliminates the need for a motor to spin the chopper, thereby
contributing to keeping the chopper assembly further light-
weight. The magnetic bearing assembly 1110 comprises a
magnetic rotor 1110qa, and a magnetic bearing stator 11105.
Besides a spinning motion, the magnetic bearing assembly
1110 is also used to provide magnetic levitation for the chop-
per during power-up (ON state) and power-down (OFF state),
as well as during accidental power-failure.

Depending upon the material of the cylinder 1102 and the
bearings used to support the rolling movement of the chopper,
various ranges of RPMs are achievable. For example, a bare
cylinder 1102 fabricated from brass with diamond bearings
can be spun to achieve up to 1K RPMs; a bare cylinder 1102
fabricated from tungsten with diamond bearings can achieve
up to 4K RPM; while a bare cylinder 1102 fabricated from
tungsten and coated with Kevlar and epoxy and spun using
diamond bearings can achieve up to 80 K RPM.

FIG. 12 illustrates the assembled spin roll chopper cylinder
1200, along with the magnetic bearing assembly 1210.

Persons of ordinary skill in the art would appreciate that
magnetic bearings support the rolling motion of the spin-roll
chopper without physical contact and permit relative motion
with very low friction and no mechanical wear. In one
embodiment, referring back to F1G. 11, the space between the
rotor 1110a and the stator 11105 is filled with an inert gas,
such as Argon, to suspend the spin roll in space and enable
higher RPMs.

A magnetic bearing works on the principle of electromag-
netic suspension and in one embodiment comprises an elec-
tromagnet assembly, a set of power amplifiers which supply
current to the electromagnets, a controller, and gap sensors
with associated electronics to provide the feedback required
to control the position of the rotor within the gap. The power
amplifiers supply equal bias current to two pairs of electro-
magnets on opposite sides of a rotor. This constant tug-of-war
is mediated by the controller which offsets the bias current by
equal but opposite perturbations of current as the rotor devi-
ates by a small amount from its center position. The gap
sensors are usually inductive in nature and sense in a differ-
ential mode. The power amplifiers in one embodiment are
solid state devices which operate in a pulse width modulation
(PWM) configuration. The controller is a microprocessor or
DSP.

It should be appreciated that since the spin-roll chopper of
the present invention can be spun very fast, it is possible to use
the chopper with multiple X-ray beams. In one embodiment,
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four beams are used, with four separate corresponding detec-
tor panels to determine which beam is active.

The present invention provides that the distance of the
spin-roll chopper is directly correlated with a minimum scan
height. This allows for longer distance from source to the
target, thereby extending the depth of field with respect to
dose rate. Therefore, for a given depth of imaging, a smaller
radiation dose is required in a threat detection system employ-
ing the spin-roll chopper of the present invention, as com-
pared to other systems known in the art. In one embodiment,
due to the kinematics and resultant moment of inertia of the
spin-roll chopper of the present invention, it is insensitive to
orientation.

In an exemplary embodiment, the spin-roll chopper is
employed in a detection system which is implemented as a
walk-through detection system. The novel design of the spin-
roll chopper enables utilization of low-level radiation doses to
detect weapons and dangerous materials, regardless of
whether they consist of metal or low Z materials. Besides
being employed for screening of passengers at airports and
railway stations, at open and crowded venues such as stadi-
ums and shopping malls, applications of the spin-roll chopper
of present invention may be extended detection systems for
inspecting the contents of vehicles and containers at transit
points such as ports, border crossings and customs check-
points, and other secure locations.

The above examples are merely illustrative of the many
applications of the system of present invention. Although
only a few embodiments of the present invention have been
described herein, it should be understood that the present
invention might be embodied in many other specific forms
without departing from the spirit or scope of the invention.
Therefore, the present examples and embodiments are to be
considered as illustrative and not restrictive.

What is claimed is:

1. An X-ray apparatus comprising:

an X-ray source for emitting X-ray radiation; and

a beam chopping apparatus coupled to said X-ray source,

wherein said beam chopping apparatus is adapted to
rotate, receive said X-ray radiation and form a moving
beam spot having a variance in frequency, wherein said
variance in frequency decreases as said beam chopping
apparatus is rotated faster.

2. The X-ray apparatus of claim 1 wherein said beam
chopping apparatus comprises a hollow cylinder having at
least one helical aperture.

3. The X-ray apparatus of claim 1 wherein said beam
chopping apparatus comprises a hollow cylinder having at
least two helical apertures.

4. The X-ray apparatus of claim 3 wherein said beam has a
linear scan velocity and wherein said linear scan velocity is
varied by modifying a pitch and roll of at least one of said
helical apertures.

5. The X-ray apparatus of claim 3 wherein said beam has a
linear scan velocity and wherein said linear scan velocity is
kept constant by modifying a pitch and roll of at least one of
said helical apertures.
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6. The X-ray apparatus of claim 3 wherein said beam has a
spot size and wherein said spot size is varied by modifying an
aperture width of at least one of said helical apertures.

7. The X-ray apparatus of claim 3 wherein said beam has a
spot size and wherein said spot size is kept constant by modi-
fying an aperture width of at least one of said helical aper-
tures.

8. The X-ray apparatus of claim 2 further comprising a
motor for rotating said cylinder.

9. The X-ray apparatus of claim 8 further comprising a
controller for dynamically modifying a rotation speed of said
cylinder to achieve a predetermined scan velocity.

10. The X-ray apparatus of claim 9 wherein said rotation
speed is equal to or less than 80,000 rpm.

11. The X-ray apparatus of claim 8 wherein said beam has
a scan velocity and a spot size and wherein scan velocity and
spot size can be modified without varying a speed of said
motor.

12. The X-ray apparatus of claim 1 wherein said beam
chopping apparatus comprises a hollow cylinder having at
least two helical apertures, each having a length and an aper-
ture width along said length and wherein said aperture width
narrows along length.

13. The X-ray apparatus of claim 1 wherein said beam
chopping apparatus comprises a hollow cylinder having at
least two helical apertures, each having a length and an aper-
ture width along said length and wherein said aperture width
increases along length.

14. An X-ray apparatus comprising:

an X-ray source for emitting X-ray radiation; and

a beam chopping apparatus coupled to said X-ray source,

wherein said beam chopping apparatus rotates and com-
prises a hollow cylinder with a first end and a second end
defining a length of said cylinder and at least one helical
aperture extending substantially along said length,
wherein said cylinder is adapted to receive said X-ray
radiation and emit said X-ray radiation, having a vari-
ance in frequency, through said helical aperture and
wherein said variance in frequency decreases as said
beam chopping apparatus is rotated faster.

15. The X-ray apparatus of claim 14 wherein said X-ray
radiation passes through the helical aperture to produce a
beam spot projection pattern, wherein said beam spot projec-
tion pattern comprises a beam spot moving vertically with a
substantially constant velocity in a plane perpendicular to a
plane of the X-ray source.

16. The X-ray apparatus of claim 15 wherein said beam
spot projection pattern comprises a beam spot moving verti-
cally with a substantially constant velocity in a plane parallel
to a plane of the beam chopping apparatus.

17. The X-ray apparatus of claim 16 wherein said beam
spot provides substantially equal illumination of a target
object.

18. The X-ray apparatus of claim 14 wherein said beam
spot is trapezoidal.

19. The X-ray apparatus of claim 14 wherein said helical
aperture has a width that is more narrow at the second end
relative to said first end.
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